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Welcome 

Welcome to the online course MATH-M303 - Linear Algebra. The purpose of this sheet is to give you a 

quick guide for how to get started for the semester. Please make sure that you can access all 

components of the course before the first day of classes! 

How to Get Started 

This is an all-online class. There will be no in-class meetings. The purpose of this document is to guide 

you in getting set up for the course. Here are the first steps you need to take. 

 

1. You should be able to access Canvas which is Indiana University’s course management system. 

Almost all activities such as discussion forum or emailing will be done through Canvas.  To access 

Canvas, you need to have an IU Username and Password.  If you do not have this, you will need 

to get an IU Username and Password.  You were given this information from the IT department 

when you signed up for classes.  If you do not have a login/passphrase, contact the IU East 

Helpdesk at 765-973-8375 and ask for assistance.  You need both for getting into Canvas and for 

checking your IU email.  I will send email to your IU email address, so you should be using the IU 

email address throughout this semester.  You are expected to check your email every day. 

 

2. In this class, we will use "MyMathLab" for most assignments such as homework, quizzes, and 

exams. Therefore, the first thing you should do is to register "MyMathLab".  Before you register, 

you will need the following: 

 

• Your IU Email Address: When you register MyMathLab, please use the same name as is 

on record with IU.  Similarly, use the same first name as is on record with IU. 

 

 

If you have technical questions accessing MyMathLab, please call 1-800-677-6337 (General Product 

Support) between the hours of 9 AM - 6 PM EST, Monday-Friday.  Calling or emailing me may help you 

vent your frustration, but I cannot assist you in solving the technical problems. 
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Contact Information 

Instructor:   Jonathon (Jon) Sears 

Adjunct Instructor 

Department of Mathematics  

 

Telephone:  (937) 506-0266 (text capable) 

E-mail: The preferred email communication is "email through Canvas" which will give the 

fastest response.  You can use searsjm@iu.edu in the case of emergency.  Usually, you 

will get a response from within 2-3 business days. 

Office:  https://iu.zoom.us/my/searsjm 

Class Meeting: http://canvas.iu.edu 

 

Pre or Co-requisite: M 216 or the consent of instructor. 

Campus Learning Outcomes: The faculty at Indiana University East have identified five campus learning 

outcomes. 

Upon completion of a bachelor's degree at Indiana University East, students will be able to: 

1. Communicate clearly and effectively in written and oral forms. 

2. Access, use, and critically evaluate a variety of relevant information sources. 

3. Apply principles of inquiry to define and analyze complex problems through reasoning and 

discovery. 

4. Demonstrate the ability to relate within a multi-cultural world. 

5. Demonstrate a deep understanding of a field of study. 

This course will concentrate on the fifth learning outcome.  This is a course for the B.S. and the B.A. in 

Mathematics.  As such, the course contributes to the deep understanding of a field.  At the completion 

of this course students will be able to: 

• Solve a system of linear equations by using Row Reduction and Echelon Form and analyze the 

solution sets. 

• Compute a determinant of a given Matrix and apply Cramer's rule to find the solution of a 

system of linear equation. 

• Explain the concept of vector space, subspace, linear independence, rank theorem, coordinate 

system and linear transformations. 

• Find eigenvector and eigenvalues and the diagonalization of a given matrix. 

 

Textbook: MYMATHLAB STANDALONE ACCESS CARD (can be purchased directly through MyMathLab) 

https://iu.zoom.us/my/searsjm


Lecture: The recorded lecture videos are available in the "Module" page located in Canvas and I will post 

all information and assignments through the Module.  You should login to "Canvas" on a daily basis. 

Technology: Computer with Internet Access, ability to scan/convert to PDF 

Technical Assistance: If you have a technical question and/or problem related to the course, please call 

or email the IU East Help Desk (iueitsup@indiana.edu; 765-973-8375 (available by phone 24/7)). The 

Help Desk technicians are trained to field questions on everything from email issues to Canvas issues, 

and their assistance is free. 

Grading Scheme: 

Category Weight    Grading Scale Letter Grade 

Homework 20%    90-100% A- to A+ 

Quiz  20%    80-89% B- to B+ 

Group Discussion Forum 10%    70-79% C- to C+ 

Midterm Exam 20%    60-69% D- to D+ 

Final Exam 30%    0-59% F 

Total 100%    

Homework: In this course, you will have homework for each module.  Homework can be accessed 

through the Module page in Canvas.  After reading the text and materials and watching the lecture 

videos of the corresponding textbook in each module, you should do the homework problems.  You may 

repeat the homework assignment infinite times.  There are also learning aids that help you solve the 

problem.  If none of the aids help you solve the problem, you should post a question on the group 

discussion forum room.  (This will be explained in later in the syllabus).  Do not use the "Ask My 

Instructor" button to send an email to me.  I will refer you to the group discussion forum room instead, 

or I will simply ignore your request.  You may continue to work on the homework (and re-work the 

homework) after the due date to raise the score, but you must achieve 70% BEFORE the due date to be 

able to take the corresponding Quiz. 

 
Quiz: In this course, there are quizzes for each module.  Each quiz is available through the 

corresponding module in Canvas.  Each Quiz has Quiz Part I and Quiz Part II.  Quiz-Part I consists of 

multiple choice and fill in the blank questions, delivered through MyLab.  There will be no re-grading of 

the MyLab quizzes unless there is a demonstrable error with the problem in question.  Please be very 

careful when you are inputting your answers.  Quiz-Part II consists of downloading a Quiz file, 

completing the exercises, showing your work, and then uploading the completed work as a PDF.  There 

are multiple avenues for creating PDF files.  Please reach out to me if you are unfamiliar with any 

technique to save your work as a PDF.  Quizzes can only be taken one time and there are time limits.  To 

prepare for the quiz, it is enough to practice the homework problems.  The due date for each quiz is 

Friday (11:59pm in EST).  You cannot access the quiz after the due date.  You must score at least 70% on 

all previous homework assignments before you are able to take the quiz.  For example, when you 

finished the homework for module 2, then you will take the quiz over module 2.  To take this quiz, you 

must score at least 70% on the homework for module 2.  Please note that you can redo the homework 

assignments as many times as you need to in order to score at least a 70%.  It is in your best interest to 

plan on having the homework completed several days before the quiz is due.  Questions on the quizzes 



will be very similar to the questions on the homework assignments, which is yet another reason to 

complete the homework assignment with 70% or more of the score. 

Exam: There will be one midterm and one final exam.  The final exam is a cumulative exam. 

• Midterm: Range - Sec 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.7, 1.8, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.8, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 in the 

textbook (Modules 1-6) 

• Final Exam: Range - Cumulative (Modules 1-11) 

File Uploading: The file uploading parts of all homework, quizzes, and exams should be submitted as a 

"PDF" file.  This allows me to provide feedback directly on your submissions for your review.  Any other 

formats will not have feedback and may not be able to be graded at all. 

Group Discussion Forum: In this class, each student will be assigned to a group and will work together 

with group members to discuss and solve Homework Problems which are for the preparation of 

Quizzes.  At the beginning of the semester, you will be assigned to a small group.  To access your group 

discussion, go to Canvas and click "Discussions" tab on the menu panel, then you can see the following 

Discussion Rooms: 

• General and Off Topic Discussion Forum: This is open to all classmates and you can freely post 

any topics you want to share.  Netiquette is expected to be followed. 

• Group Discussion Module #: Only group members can enter this room and you should post only 

mathematics related to the course.  This forum will be graded. 

Grading Policy for Discussion Forum: You are expected to post to the discussion forum on at least two 

different days each module.  You should post at least THREE substantial postings every module.  The 

discussion forum closes on the end date of the module (Fridays at 11:59pm EST).  Only the discussion in 

the Group Discussion Module # will be graded.  You will receive discussion forum grades for your 

participation in the discussion on your Group Discussion.  You may contribute in one of two ways:  

1. By asking an informed question 

2. By answering (partially) someone else's question 

Note that you must NOT post all of the solution path, this way other group members have an 

opportunity to contribute.  I will also accept posts that give true insight in the use of the topic under 

discussion.  This cannot be a generic post or something that has been copied from somewhere, so use 

this sparingly.  Here are some examples of acceptable and unacceptable posts. 

Acceptable Unacceptable 

I don't understand how to compute slope. The 
problem says that we should compute the slope 
of the line through the points (2, 4) and (0, 2). 
 
The question is asked in a way that allows 
someone to answer it. 

I don't get slope. 
 
 
 
This is not a question but a complaint.  There is no 
credit for complaining. 

You compute the slope with the formula  
m = (y1 - y2)/(x1 - x2) 
 

I had no problems with slope.  It's in the 
textbook.  
 



Even though this is a partial answer, it helps the 
reader solve the problem.  Someone else may 
then add where to find the values for x1, y1, etc. 

Good to hear that you had no problem with slope, 
and we would hope that it's in the textbook. This 
does not help the person who asked the question. 

I actually used this today at work! Here's what 
happened: A customer came and had this 
problem. 
 
If you show in detail how you were able to use a 
technique from class to solve a real-live problem 
you are contributing in a meaningful way. 

The book says we can use this when computing 
cost and revenue.  I think this is neat.  
 
 
I'm glad you think this is neat, but you don't really 
bring in any new information. We all have read 
the book and know what's there. 

 

Accessibility Services: Indiana University East strives to make all learning experiences as accessible as 

possible. If you anticipate or experience academic barriers based on your disability (including mental 

health, learning, chronic health, physical, hearing, vision or neurological, etc.) Please contact the Office 

of Accessibility Services immediately at 765-973-8675 or by email at asiue@iue.edu. Note that services 

are confidential, may take time to put into place and are not retroactive; Captions and alternate media 

for print materials may take three or more weeks to get produced. The Office of Accessibility Services is 

located in Springwood Hall, room 202L. Walk-ins are welcome 8 AM to 5 PM, Monday through Friday. 

Basic Needs Security: Any students who face challenges securing their food or housing and believes this 

may affect their performance in the course should contact the Dean of Students Amy Jarecki (phone 

number: 765-973-8525) for support. Additionally, IU East employs a student advocate (phone number: 

765-973-8395), to help. Furthermore, please notify me if you are comfortable in doing so. This will 

enable me to provide any resources that I may possess. 

Title IX and Sexual Misconduct: As your instructor, one of my responsibilities is to create a positive 

learning environment for all students. IU policy prohibits sexual misconduct in any form, including sexual 

harassment, sexual assault, stalking, sexual exploitation, and dating and domestic violence.  If you have 

experienced sexual misconduct, or know someone who has, the University can help. If you are seeking 

help and would like to speak to someone confidentially, you can make an appointment with the Director 

of Behavioral Health at 765-973-8646.  

It is also important that you know that University policy requires me to share certain information 

brought to my attention about potential sexual misconduct with the campus Deputy Sexual Misconduct 

& Title IX Coordinator or the University Sexual Misconduct & Title IX Coordinator.  In that event, those 

individuals will work to ensure that appropriate measures are taken and resources are made 

available. Protecting student privacy is of utmost concern, and information will only be shared with 

those that need to know to ensure the University can respond and assist.  I encourage you to 

visit www.stopsexualviolence.iu.edu to learn more. 

 

Remarks: 

1. Please note that some part of the syllabus may be changed during the semester at the 

instructor's discretion due to time constraints and unforeseen circumstances. All changes to this 

Syllabus will be announced via email & posted on Canvas. 

mailto:asiue@iue.edu
http://www.stopsexualviolence.iu.edu/


2. The instructor has his/her own right to decide the grading schemes such as weight assignment 

for each problem or group project grading or the meaningfulness decision of a discussion forum 

posting 

3. Civility and Professionalism: Students are expected to behave in an adult, socially responsible 

manner, in accordance with the Code of Student Rights, Responsibilities, and Conduct: 

http://www.indiana.edu/~code/.  You are reminded that this is a professional/academic 

environment and a certain level of decorum is expected. Flaming, venting, ranting, and other 

threatening/uncivil behavior are forbidden. 

4. The instructor has the right to erase or remove unprofessional postings in a discussion forum 

such as flaming, venting, ranting, and other threatening/uncivil behavior. 

5. Technology and Support: You will participate in this course using the IU Canvas platform.  Once 

you are in the platform you can learn how to use Canvas effectively by clicking the "Help" link on 

the top right of the course page on Canvas.  In addition, the IU Knowledge Base is a good 

resource for any technical questions you may have.  Technical Difficulties: Contact the IT Help 

Desk at iueitsup@indiana.edu or by calling 765-973-8375.  Most problems can be resolved in 

less than 24 hours.  If there is a system-wide service problem, you will receive email notices 

regarding the problems and its resolution. 

6. Academic Support and Student Services: IU East offers a variety of services to assist you in your 

academic endeavors. This includes everything from advising for your courses to student 

counseling support. A list of the academic support and student services offered for our students 

can be found at the Student Success Hub. You can either click on the link or click on the tab 

named "Student Success Hub" found to your left in Canvas.  

7. Honesty Statement:  Academic honesty is fundamental to the activities and principles of this 

university.  All members of the academic community must be confident that each person’s work 

has been responsibly and honorably acquired, developed and presented.  Any effort to gain an 

advantage not given to all students is dishonest whether or not the effort is successful.  All 

submitted written work is to be done by the student her/himself.  The academic community 

regards academic dishonesty as an extremely serious matter, with serious consequences that 

range from reduction in grade, probation to expulsion.  Using someone else’s work as if it is your 

own— plagiarism— is a serious university offense and will be dealt with following university 

guidelines.  You must cite borrowed ideas or text, including lecture material, regardless of 

whether it is a direct quote or a paraphrasing.  When in doubt— cite. (See section III, Student 

Misconduct, of the Code of Student Rights, Responsibilities, and Conduct, available on the 

“Campus Course Policies” link, available on the left tab of your courses in Canvas). 

 Important Dates: 

Sunday, Aug 29 
Last day to drop or withdraw with a 100 percent refund 

Last day to register, add courses, change sections 

Sunday, September 5 Last day to drop or withdraw with a 75 percent refund 

Sunday, September 12 Last day to drop or withdraw with a 50 percent refund 

Sunday, September 19 Last day to drop or withdraw with a 25 percent refund (No refund after this) 

Wednesday, September 22 Last day to drop or withdraw with an automatic "W" 

 

 

http://www.indiana.edu/~code/
https://www.iue.edu/academics/student-success.php
http://studentcode.iu.edu/
http://studentcode.iu.edu/

